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...answers the sartorial  
issues that concern  
you most.



There seems to be an ongoing debate about whether socks should match shoes or slacks. 
I believe GQ has said socks should match slacks, but does that apply only to certain color 
combinations? I wear khakis and black shoes with tan socks. My friends say the socks 
should be black to match the shoes. Please advise.

1sock it to me
Q

My advice is, never listen to your friends. If you’re going for a very formal look, you should wear 
black socks with a black suit, navy with navy. If you like, you can match your socks with your trou-
sers, as you’re doing. But matching socks with your shoes isn’t such a smooth move. It will make 
your beautiful, expensive shoes more invisible, or you’ll look as 
if you have bootees on. But socks can also go their own way. If 
you’re going sporty, you might have them reflect the color of 
your shirt or sweater. If you’re wearing a suit, the socks could 
reflect the color of your tie. Or they could be another color 
altogether, as long as it matches the rest of your look in tonal-
ity and subtlety. Among my favorites are my navy socks with 
small white polka dots and some black socks with small red 
Devil heads on them. They add a little spark when I’m wearing 
my black suit and a black shirt. At least I won’t be mistaken 
for a priest.
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Is it more stylish or less stylish to have cuffs on trousers? Recently, my tailor asked me  
if I wanted them, and I couldn’t decide. Is there a certain style of trousers that looks  
better with cuffs?

2cuff luck
Q

Cuffs, or what the Brits call turnups (not turnips), are a fairly recent development in men’s fashion. 
They were the big craze of 1893, originating among the more fashionable members of the British 
House of Commons, who were imitating an extremely fashionable gent who turned his trousers up 
on a rainy day. I think cuffs look good, and they’re functional, 
as they often catch falling loose change. (Cuffs should also  
be emptied after a round of golf.) Cuffs are optional and  
correct on men’s trousers with the exception of evening  
trousers, which are always worn without cuffs. The common 
wisdom is that short men look taller without cuffs, but it’s 
strictly a matter of personal taste.
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My colleagues and I are debating the aesthetic attributes of pleats. Do you wear pleats? Do 
you prefer pleats? Which style of pants do you find more aesthetically appealing? FYI, fluffy 
pleats are an epidemic in Philadelphia.

3pleats help
Q

I wear both pleated and flat-front trousers. Most of my suits have very simple, almost invisible pleats 
that are there for purely practical reasons. Pleats give you a little more room. I was wearing one of 
my favorite pairs of flat-front pants the other day, hopped into a cab, and busted out the back seam. 
And that’s why we have pleats. I don’t think anyone really 
thinks they’re an aesthetic enhancement. Today, of course, flat  
fronts are fashionable, and most men’s designer trousers are 
very trim and ’60s looking. My wife encourages me to stick to 
flat fronts, but I don’t think pleats are dead. Discreet pleats on 
trousers with properly sized legs are not of fensive. I think the 
real problem is baggy pants. Who is to blame for the neo-zoot 
bags that refuse to disappear? Until we find out, let’s blame 
Pat Riley.
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My fiancée and I were discussing our wedding and got into a dispute. She said that black-
tie events are semiformal and white-tie events are formal. I could see how white-tie events 
are more formal than black-tie events, but I disagreed that black-tie events are semiformal. 
Could you clear this up?

4formalities
Q

In our gloriously dressed past, the lives of many men included a variety of events to which black tie 
and white tie were worn. Through most of the past century, formal did indeed refer to white tie and 
tails, and semiformal did indeed refer to dinner clothes, tuxedos, and other forms of blacktie. Now, 
alas and totally alack, formal is generally taken to mean tux, 
and semiformal is taken to mean dark suit and (hopefully) tie. 
So you are both right, in a sense, although your fiancée is  
correct in the best of all possible worlds.
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One of the best trends in recent years is the return of the classic short-sleeve shirt. For years it was 
very hard to find good ones. In the ’90s, they were practically extinct. Happily, I find that classic 
short-sleeve shirts are now widely available, even in white—a shirt I have loved ever since the early 
days of NASA, when all the control-room guys at Cape Canaveral 
sported them. Recently, I complained of not being able to find 
my old favorite short-sleeve seersucker button-downs, and lo, 
there they were at the timeless prepster emporium J. Press. 
The short-sleeve button-down is on the casual side of business 
casual, more so than its full-sleeve counter part, but I think it’s 
quite acceptable in a summer-casual work environment and 
far better than a polo shirt. 

5Arms and the Man
I work at a law firm, and during the colder months I wear flat-front slacks (never khakis) 
and button-down shirts. In warm weather, I tend to wear polo shirts, but they don’t seem to 
go with slacks. What can I do to keep cool and look good when it’s hot?Q


