
D A N I E L  M I N A H A N  (director, season one):  
I love all the characters, but I think my favorite is 
Daenerys. Her journey is so archetypal—how she’s 
sold into slavery and turns it around and becomes a 
queen, determined to take back the throne for her 

family. She’s only a girl, so it’s interesting to watch how 
she moves through the world, makes mistakes, and 
learns really hard lessons because of her own ambition.

D .  B .  W E I S S :  To be a young actress and make the 
journey from frightened young girl to a fantasy Joan of 
Arc—it wasn’t like you could look for someone who 
had “done this sort of thing before.” There are plenty of 
opportunities for young women to be scared, abused, 
and terrorized in film and television, but there are virtu-
ally no roles that let them step into the fire—literally or 
otherwise—and come out the other side reborn as a 

leader and a warrior with an otherworldly poise and 
strength. So much was riding on the ability of the 
actress who played Dany to do just this. For a long time, 
it seemed like this might be a serious, perhaps insur-
mountable problem.

D A V I D  B E N I O F F :  Our wonderful casting director, 
Nina Gold, brought Emilia Clarke in to read for the 
part—I believe Emilia had graduated from drama school a 
few weeks earlier. Her résumé consisted of a public service 
commercial and a guest appearance on a British soap I’d 
never heard of before. Not the CV you’re looking for 
when casting Daenerys Targaryen, First of Her Name. 

D .  B .  W E I S S :  Then we saw Emilia’s first audition on a 
two-inch laptop window in David’s kitchen. She was doing 
the preamble to her “step into the fire” from Episode 110, 

“I am Daenerys Stormborn, of house  

Targaryen, of the blood of Old Valyria.  

I am the dragon’s daughter.”

—Daenerys Targaryen

An exiled princess and the last of the overthrown Targar yen line, Daener ys spent her entire life far 

from Westeros, in hiding on the eastern continent of Essos. Timid and innocent at first, she grows 

into a steely and strong leader after her marriage to the Dothraki horse-lord Khal Drogo, the death 

of her domineering brother Viser ys, and the birth of her dragons—the first in  hundreds of years. 

Her mission : reclaim her family ’s birthright and take back the Iron Throne.


