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2. In this example I dragged the Exposure slider to the right, which lightened 

the image considerably. But because I was lightening for the midpoint, this adjust-

ment did also over-brighten the highlight areas in the clouds. To compensate for 

this I applied a negative Highlights adjustment. I also added a positive Shadows 

adjustment to lighten the dark areas at the bottom of the photo. Finally, I applied 

a negative Blacks adjustment to ensure the shadows were clipped correctly and 

also to add more contrast in the shadow region. The end result here is a photo 

that is actually quite usable, considering how dark it was before. However, lighten-

ing such a dark original will have also amplified the noise—this may be especially 

noticeable in the shadow areas.

Correcting an underexposed image
Underexposed images represent a bigger problem because there will be fewer 

levels available to manipulate, particularly in the shadows. The Basic panel controls 

in Lightroom can be used to brighten an image and lift out the shadow detail. 

The way you need to approach this is to use Exposure—just drag the slider to 

the right until the image begins to have about the right brightness. As you do so, 

don’t worry too much about the shadows just yet, because the next step will be 

to adjust the Shadows slider by dragging this to the right to bring out more detail 

in the shadow regions of the image. Beyond that it’s all about fine-tuning the 

image. In the example shown here I needed to reduce the Highlights to preserve 

tonal detail in the highlight areas and I also needed to reduce the Blacks in order 

to compensate for a strong Shadows adjustment and maintain a decent amount 

of contrast in the darker areas. You will also want to watch out for deteriorating 

shadow detail. As I mentioned above, brightening up a dark photo can reveal 

problems in the shadows such as tone banding and noise. See Chapter 6 for 

advice on how best to handle such situations.

1. As with the highlight recovery method earlier, underexposure corrections 

should mainly be done by adjusting the Exposure slider first in order to get the 

image looking roughly the right brightness.


