1450-1750 RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

Europe after 1450 benefited from a scientific as much as a philosophical
revolution. The Renaissance was more than a matter of the rediscovery of
the continent’s ancient learning—it sparked a spirit of scientific inquiry that
provided key technological advantages over the rest of the world. It was
as much a desire for knowledge for its own sake, as for commerce and

colonization, that underpinned the voyages of exploration that established
mid-18th century Europe as the world's first global power. This expansion
was made in the face of formidable opposition. At least until 1700, Ming,
later Qing, China; Mughal India; and Safavid Persia were Europe’s equals,
while Ottoman Turkey presented a persistent threat.

RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

1450-1750

1455

Wars of the Roses, a
dynastic struggle for
the English throne.

\4 Gutenberg Bible

1477

Battle of Nancy:
Charles the Bold
killed; Habsburgs
acquire most of the
Burgundian territories.
1479

Union of Castile and
Aragon (modern-day
Spain) through
marriage of Isabella |
and Ferdinand.

1471

Annamites expand
south, invading Hindu
state of Champa,
South Vietnam. Final
decline of Khmer
civilization begins.
Portuguese take
Tangiers from Moors.

1480

escapes Tatar Mongol
domination.

1485

Battle of Bosworth:
Henry VIl of England
defeats Richard Il
and establishes

Muscovy under Ivan Il |

1497

John Cabot reaches
Newfoundland.

1498

First European voyage
to India around Cape
of Good Hope, Vasco
da Gama. Columbus
first European to
reach South America.

V' Columbus’s landing

c. 1510

Height of Italian
renaissance.

1513

Ponce de Ledn claims
Florida for Spain.

"% 1514

Battle of Caldiran:
Ottomans defeat

1520

First Portuguese
trading mission to
China. Magellan
discovers navigable
route south, around
tip of South America.

Self-portait of
<« Leonardo da Vindi

1534

Henry VIII of England
breaks with Rome.
Ottoman—Safavid war;
Ottoman capture of
Baghdad. Jacques
Cartier explores Strait
of Belle Isle and St.
Lawrence.

<« Henry Vil

1550

Suleyman mosque
begun in Istanbul.
1552

Henri Il of France
assists the German
protestants in
overturning authority
of Charles V

in Germany.

Sultan Suleyman >

1555

Charles V concedes
“Accord of Augsburg,”
giving German princes
freedom to select
protestant or Catholic
religion.

1556

Mughal Emperor

1571

Battle of Lepanto:
Ottoman expansion

in Mediterranean
halted. Portuguese
invasion of Zambezi.
1576

Mughal forces capture
Bengal in north India.

V Battle of Lepanto
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c. 1590

Maori population rise
causes strain on
resources; warfare
increases.

1592

Japan invades Korea;
Repulsed by Chinese
troops and Korean
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1593

Beginning of “Long
Turkish War" between
Habsburgs and
Ottomans.

1595

Henri IV seeks to
unite religious
divisions in France

recapture Timbuktu

Spain and Portugal.

France's rights in Italy,

of Gwalior in central

Accession of Shah
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