
Introduction to the HCSB Study Bible

The Christian religion rests fundamentally on the belief that God has chosen to reveal Himself 
to a human race that is estranged from Him. God has done this not only through miraculous 
signs, sweeping acts of providence, and the life and works of Jesus Christ, but through 66 writ-
ings collectively known as the Bible. These books are taken to be nothing less than authoritative 
communications from God, given through human authors who were led by the Holy Spirit to 
write down what God would have us know. Among other things, we learn in the Bible that God 
is the sovereign Creator of all reality. No corner of the universe is outside His rule. We learn that 
God is love, that His character is steadfast for eternity, that He is in all ways holy, and that He 
alone is worthy of praise and glory. We also learn that we are sinners in need of reconciliation 
with God, and that this reconciliation comes only through faith in God’s Son who paid our sin 
debt on the cross. 

Since the Bible conveys such serious matters as these, we must be careful to understand its 
teachings properly. To misunderstand or misapply the Bible can lead to serious error. Now more 
than ever, the church is gifted with a multitude of teachers who are equipped to provide tools that 
help readers comprehend the Bible and apply it to their lives. The HCSB Study Bible represents 
the work of more than a hundred scholars who have devoted their lives to living and teaching the 
truths of Scripture. They come from different denominations and diverse backgrounds. Since 
its release in 2004, readers have recognized the Holman Christian Standard Bible as a multi-
denominational effort, reflecting the very best in updated Bible translation scholarship. We have 
taken the same approach in the HCSB Study Bible. Our contributors reflect a broad sampling of 
evangelical scholars whose ministries are based at seminaries, colleges, and churches. 

The goal of each tool in this study Bible, whether study notes, essays, book introductions, 
maps, charts, or the online study component (hcsbstudybible.com), is to serve the text of Scrip-
ture by bringing to light facts that aid comprehension. As servants to the text, the study tools are 
designed to keep the focus on Scripture and never on the tools themselves. Practically speaking 
this approach is demonstrated by the fact that the text of Scripture is never positioned beneath a 
study tool. The uppermost feature on any given page is the text of Scripture itself. Theologically 
speaking our text-centric approach is reflected in the fact that each of our contributors honors 
the Bible as God’s inspired and inerrant Word. 

Some of the study notes and essays in this study Bible will encourage you and provide answers 
to questions you have long pondered. Others will surprise you with information you could not 
have anticipated and prompt you to ask new questions. Still others will challenge you, possi-
bly even provoke you, as you are presented with information that invites you to question your 
preconceived notions or settled opinions. In all cases our aim is to provide you with tools for 
engaging God’s Word on a deeper level, which leads to life transformation and true knowledge of 
God. We endeavor to be even-handed on controversial issues. To help achieve this, each note and 
essay has been pored over by a team of theological editors. In some cases we will adopt positions 
that are hotly debated, but we always land in a place that is well represented among biblically 
committed scholars and that seeks to honor the intentions of God’s Word. 

Our hope is that, in conjunction with other fine study tools that are available, you will use the 
HCSB Study Bible to deepen your walk with the God who has graciously revealed Himself in the 
Bible. 

Jeremy Royal Howard
General Editor
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Features of the 
HCSB Study Bible

The HCSB was undertaken as a translation that strongly supports Bible study. In the HCSB Study Bible, 
the Scripture is primary. All features and tools are designed to help you understand the Scripture and 
be transformed by it. 

Two kinds of HCSB notes enable you to see for yourself how the translation was derived. When 
translators do their work, they begin with several possible translations that reflect the original language. 

 Alternate translations marked by Or. See some of the options HCSB translators considered. 
A second kind of note marks  literal translations. They are indicated by Lit. HCSB aims to be 
as literal as possible. Where a literal translation doesn’t conform to good English style, HCSB translators 
find a way to render the expression that optimizes accuracy and readability. The Lit feature enables you 
to see the literal translation for yourself and compare it with the what the HCSB translators view as the 
most accurate translation of the sentence or phrase.

Other Features of the HCSB Study Bible 

 �Cross references point to other Bible 
passages that are related to the text on which  
you are focusing.

 �Study notes provide historical, cultural, 
linguistic, and biblical information that 
enhances your understanding of a given 
passage. Words in bold are directly from the 
Scripture text.

 �Bullet Points indicate key words for 
which definitions are provided in the section 
beginning on p. 2231. 

 �Bolded text in the New Testament  
are words quoted directly from the Old 
Testament.

 �Maps illuminate the Bible text by showing  
it’s geographical context. 

 �Charts organize information in a way 
that enables the reader to grasp important 
connections quickly. 

 �Word Studies enable the reader to see a 
key word and the family of words to which it is 
related. It also shows a range of expression in 
which that word functions. 

 �Illustrations recreate architectural 
structures that were part of the landscape in 
which the Bible was written. Being able to 
visualize these structures provides a context in 
which to read and study passages of Scripture. 
Both the writer of the passage and many of his 
first readers knew these structures first hand. 

 �Photos, like Illustrations and Maps, provide 
visual context known by the biblical writers 
and many of their first readers. Being able 
to see the context is a significant aid to 
comprehension. Both Cyril of Jerusalem (A.D. 
315-86) and Jerome (340-420) called the land 
of the Bible “the Fifth Gospel.” Experiencing 
the land by photos enriches one’s reading and 
understanding of the Bible. 

 �Introductions give overviews of books 
by providing information on Circumstances 
of Writing including Author & Background, 
Message and Purpose, Contribution to the 
Bible, Structure, and Outline.

 �Timelines place the book in a chronological 
framework of biblical events (black font) and 
events of world history (brown font).

 �Essays give in-depth coverage to major 
biblical/theological issues. 
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 Alternate  
and  Literal 
translations  Cross references



Li s t  o f  Books  o f  the  B ib l e � x i vL i s t  o f  Books  o f  the  B ib l e � x i v

 �Bullet Points
 Bolded text in 

the New Testament

L u k e  1 : 2 7 1729

 14  There will be joy and delight for you,
  and many will rejoice at his birth.
 15  For he will be great in the sight 

of the Lord
  and will never drink wine or beer. a
  He will be filled with the Holy Spirit
  while still in his mother’s womb. b
 16  He will turn many of the sons of Israel
  to the Lord their God.
 17  And he will go before Him
  in the spirit and power of Elijah,
  to turn the hearts of fathers
  to their children, c
  and the disobedient
  to the understanding of the righteous,
  to make ready for the Lord 

a prepared people. d

18 “How can I know this? ” Zechariah asked 
the angel. “For I am an old man, and my wife 
is well along in years.” A

19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, e 
who stands in the presence of God, f and I was 
sent to speak to you and tell you this good 

news. 20 Now listen! You will become silent 
and unable to speak until the day these things 
take place, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their proper 
time.”

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for 
Zechariah, amazed that he stayed so long in 
the sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he 
could not speak to them. Then they realized 
that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. 
He kept making signs to them g and remained 
speechless. 23 When the days of his ministry 
were completed, he went back home.

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth con-
ceived and kept herself in seclusion for five 
months. She said, 25 “The Lord has done this 
for me. He has looked with favor in these days 
to take away my disgrace h among the people.”

Gabriel Predicts Jesus’ Birth
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel i was 

sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, j 27 to a virgin •engaged k to a man named 
Joseph, of the house of David. l The virgin’s 

a1:13-15 Nm 
6:3; Jdg 13:3-5; 
Mt 11:18; Lk 
7:33
b1:15 Is 44:2; Lk 
1:41,44
c1:16-17 Mal 
4:5-6
d1:17 Lk 1:76
e1:19 Dn 8:16; 
9:21; Lk 1:26
Mt 18:10f

g1:22 Lk 1:62
h1:25 Gn 30:23; 
Is 4:1; 25:8
i1:26 Lk 1:19
Mt 2:23j

k1:27 Dt 21:23; 
Is 7:14; Mt 
1:18,23
Mt 1:20; Lk 2:4l

of Luke’s Gospel (v  v. 44,47,58; 2:10). As great in the sight of 
the Lord as John would be, he was still only the forerunner 
for the coming Messiah. Never drink wine or beer indicates 
that John the Baptist was under a lifelong Nazirite vow (Nm 
6:1-21). On filled with the Holy Spirit . . . in his mother’s 
womb, see note at verse 41. On the meaning of being filled 
with the Holy Spirit, see Eph 5:18.

1:16-17 Turn . . . to the Lord their God speaks of conversion, 
the result of repentance, which John the Baptist preached 
forcefully (3:3). Go before Him . . . to make ready for the 
Lord a prepared people echoes the essence of the proph-
ecy in Is 40:3-5 (see Lk 3:4-6). Malachi 4:5-6 prophesied 
that an Elijah-like figure would come and turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children. That new “Elijah” would be John 
the Baptist.

1:18 Like Abraham (Gn 15:8) and Sarah (Gn 18:10-15), 
Zechariah had a difficult time believing God would fulfill His 
promise in his old age.

1:19 Gabriel means “(mighty) man of God.” He is one of only 
two angels named in Scripture. The other is Michael (Dn 
12:1; Rv 12:7).

1:20 As punishment for doubting the angel’s pronounce-
ment, Zechariah was rendered mute (silent and unable 
to speak) and possibly deaf as well (v. 62). The day these 
things take place was the time that began at John’s birth 
and culminated at his circumcision (v  v. 57-64).

1:21-22 The people . . . waiting for Zechariah to come 
out of the sanctuary were surprised because he did not 
emerge when expected. Since Gabriel had rendered him 
speechless (v. 20), Zechariah was unable to pronounce the 
traditional Aaronic blessing (Nm 6:24-26) upon the crowd. 
They realized he had seen a vision, likely because they 
noted his facial expressions and the excited signs he made 
with his hands.

1:23 Since each priest was only on duty for a week at a time, 

Zechariah would have been able to go home soon after his 
encounter with Gabriel (v  v. 10-20). His home was located in 
the Judean hill country, not far from Jerusalem (v. 39).

1:24-25 Elizabeth withdrew and kept herself in seclusion 
for five months after she miraculously conceived. Why did 
she do this? Some speculate that she feared miscarrying 
during the early months of pregnancy. More likely she rec-
ognized that her unusual pregnancy would draw unwel-
come attention if it became widely known. Better to have a 
restful start to a pregnancy that came so late in life.

1:26-38 Here the announcement of Jesus’ coming birth is 
told from Mary’s perspective. Matthew gives it from Jo-
seph’s vantage point (Mt 1:18-23).

1:26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, Gabriel, 
the same angel who had appeared to Zechariah previously 

A1:18 Lit in her days 

parthenos
Greek Pronunciation [pahr THEHN ahss]
HCSB Translation virgin
Uses in Luke’s Gospel 2
Uses in the NT 15
Focus passage Luke 1:27,34

In the Greek NT, parthenos (virgin) connotes an unmarried fe-
male virgin of marriageable age. Once, the term refers to a male 
virgin (Rv 14:4). Both Matthew and Luke acknowledge that Mary 
was a parthenos at the time she conceived Jesus (Mt 1:20,23; Lk 
1:27,34), and Matthew indicates that she remained a virgin while 
she carried the child to term (Mt 1:25). Both books mention the 
salvific significance of Jesus’ birth (Mt 1:21; Lk 1:31-32). Howev-
er, Matthew alone indicates the prophetic significance of Jesus’ 
birth by a virgin (Mt 1:23). According to Matthew, Mary was the 
fulfillment of a prophecy given through the prophet Isaiah, who 
described a virgin (Is 7:14; parthenos occurs here in the Greek 
OT) who would give birth to a child to be named Immanuel. Mat-
thew applies this prophecy to Messiah’s birth.
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 Word Studies

 Charts

  MAPS 

L u k e  1 : 6 5 1732

mouth was opened a and his tongue set free, 
and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear 
came on all those who lived around them, 
and all these things were being talked about 
throughout the hill country of Judea. 66 All 
who heard about him b took it to heart, say-
ing, “What then will this child become? ” For, 
indeed, the Lord’s hand was with him.

Zechariah’s Prophecy
67 Then his father Zechariah was filled 

with the Holy Spirit c and prophesied: d

 68  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, e

  because He has visited
  and provided •redemption 

for His people. f

 69  He has raised up a •horn of salvation A 
for us g

  in the house of His servant David, h

 70  just as He spoke by the mouth
  of His holy prophets in ancient times; i

 71  salvation from our enemies
  and from the clutches B of those 

who hate us.
 72  He has dealt mercifully with our fathers j

  and remembered His holy covenant k —

a1:64 Lk 1:20
b1:66 Ac 11:21
c1:67 Lk 1:41
Jl 2:28d

e1:68 Ps 41:13
Lk 1:71; 2:38; f

Heb 9:12
g1:69 1Sm 
2:1,10; Ps 18:2; 
89:17; 132:17; 
Ezk 29:21
2Sm 7:26; h

Ps 89:3,20; 
Ezk 34:23-24; 
37:24-25
i1:70 Ac 3:21; 
Rm 1:2
j1:72 Mc 7:20
Ps 105:8-9,42; k

106:45

1:65-66 The overall outcome of the preceding episode is 
that it was clear that the Lord’s hand was with the newborn 
John in a remarkable way and that everyone living in the 
region continued to ponder (took . . . to heart) the question, 
What . . . will this child become?

1:67 On the meaning of filled with the Holy Spirit, see Eph 
5:18. It is ironic that Zechariah, being a priest (v. 5) and hav-
ing prophesied, set the stage for the ministry of his son, 
John the Baptist. Though John hailed from a priestly family, 
he was called to serve as a prophet of the Most High (v. 76).

1:68-79 Zechariah’s prophecy is traditionally called the 
“Benedictus,” from the first word (praise) of verse 68 in the 
Latin Vulgate Bible.

1:68-70 The births of John the Baptist, the forerunner (v. 17; 
Is 40:1-5; Mal 4:5-6), and Jesus, the Messiah, marked the 
initiation of the final stages of God’s plan of salvation for His 
people. This salvation would require a payment of redemp-
tion on the cross by Jesus. An animal’s horn symbolized 
strength or power (Dt 33:17). Jesus was from the house 
of . . . David (see v. 27; 3:30).

1:71-75 The ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus ful-
filled God’s covenant with David (v. 69; 2Sm 7:12-16) and the 
oath that He swore to . . . Abraham (see Gn 12:1-3). As a 
result, in the Messiah’s future reign, Israel would have full 
salvation from their enemies and would serve God in holi-
ness and righteousness.

A1:69 = a strong Savior B1:71 Lit the hand 
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The Apostles and Their History
Name Surname Parents Home Business Writings Work Death

Simon Peter or 
Cephas = 
Rock

Jonah Early life: 
Bethsaida; 
Later: Ca-
pernaum

Fisherman 1 & 2 Peter Peter may have ministered 
in the provinces of Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia; Asia; 
perhaps in Corinth, and 
finally in Rome. 

According to tradition, 
attested by Tertullian 
and Origin, Peter was 
crucified “with his 
head downwards” in 
Rome. The date of his 
death is likely be-
tween A.D. 64–68.

Andrew = 
manhood 
or valor

Jonah Early life: 
Bethsaida; 
Later: Ca-
pernaum

Fisherman Uncertain but tradition 
says he ministered in Cap-
padocia, Galatia, Bithynia; 
later in the Sythian deserts, 
Byzantium and finally in 
Thrace, Macedonia, Thes-
saly, and Achaia. 

The traditional view is 
that he was crucified 
at Patrae in Achaia by 
order of the Roman 
governor Ageas. 

James the 
greater or 
the elder

Boanerges 
or Sons of 
Thunder

Zebedee 
and 
Salome

Bethsaida, 
Caper-
naum, and 
Jerusalem

Fisherman Preached in Jerusalem and 
Judea

Beheaded by Herod 
in A.D. 62 or 66 at 
Jerusalem.

John, the 
beloved 
disciple

Boanerges 
or Sons of 
Thunder

Zebedee 
and 
Salome

Bethsaida, 
Caper-
naum, and 
Jerusalem

Fisherman Gospel, 
three 
epistles, and 
Revelation

Labored among the church-
es of Asia Minor, especially 
in Ephesus

Banished to Patmos 
A.D. 95. Recalled; died 
a natural death.

James 
the less

Alphaeus 
and Mary

Galilee Preached in Judea and 
Egypt

According to tradition, 
he was martyred in 
Egypt.

Judas (not 
Iscariot)

Same as 
Thaddaeus 
and 
Lebbaeus

James Galilee Preached in Mesopotamia 
and Armenia

Was martyred in 
present day Iran and 
buried near Tabriz.

Philip Bethsaida Preached in Phrygia Was martyred in 
Phrygia; tradition 
says that he was 
buried in Hieropolis.

Barthol-
omew

Nathaniel Cana of 
Galilee

One tradition says he 
preached in India. Oth-
ers say he ministered in 
Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt, 
Armenia, Lycaonia, Phrygia, 
and on the shores of the 
Black Sea. 

One tradition says 
King Astyages of 
Babylon had him 
flayed and beheaded 
because the king’s 
brother had been 
converted under 
Bartholomew’s 
preaching. 

Matthew Levi Galilee Tax Collector Gospel There is strong consensus 
that he preached to his own 
people for nearly two de-
cades. He is also associated 
with Ethiopia to the south 
of the Caspian Sea, Parthia, 
Macedonia, and Syria.

Some sources say 
Matthew was mar-
tyred; others say he 
died a natural death.

Thomas Didymus Galilee Tradition says Thomas 
brought the gospel to India

He is said to have 
been killed with 
a spear. Later his 
remains were taken 
to Edessa.

Simon The Zealot Galilee Preached in Persia Tradition says Simon 
was tortured and 
sawed in two.

Judas Iscariot Simon 
Iscariot

Kerioth of 
Judea

Betrayed Jesus. Suicide.
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Herod the Great’s Temple
ca a.d. 30 (all views shown are looking west)

Interior View INTERIOR VIEW 
 1. Lampstand
 2. Altar of Incense
 3. Table of Shewbread
 4. Veil (separating Holy Place 

from Most Holy Place)

 

EXTERIOR VIEWS 
 1. Temple
 2. Altar of Burnt Offering
 3. Golden Vine (mentioned by 

Josephus)
 4. Lamp of Queen Helena of 

Adiabene
 5. Veil at Entrance to Holy 

Place (mentioned by 
J osephus)

 6. Council Chambers and 
Priests’ Quarters

 7. Nicanor Gate
 8. Court of the Women

 9. Chamber of the Lepers
 10.  Chamber of the Nazarites
 11.  Soreg (partition wall separat-

ing Court of the Gentiles 
from temple area)

 12.  Court of the Gentiles
 13.  Royal Stoa
 14.  Solomon’s Porch
 15.  Beautiful Gate (Shushan 

Gate)
 16.  Muster Gate
 17.  Fortress of Antonia
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Christ in the Old Testament
Craig Blaising

In Luke 24 Jesus showed Himself alive to His disciples and explained that the cross and resurrection, and 
indeed much else in His life, were predicted in Scripture. Verse 27 states: “Then beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, He interpreted for them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” 

Then in verse 44, He told them “that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

In the preaching of the apostles in Acts, the evidence given in the Gospels, and the rest of the New 
Testament, many (OT) texts are applied to Jesus. This practice likely reflects Jesus’ own teachings about 
how the OT relates to Him. Furthermore, because themes are repeated and developed in Scripture, the 
application of a particular text to Jesus is suggestive of other texts that relate to or repeat that theme. In 
this way we can see a rich portrait of OT patterns, types, allusions, and predictions that present to us the 
Person and Work of Christ. 

From beginning to end the OT exudes an expectation that someone is coming. Genesis 3:15 speaks of the 
“seed” of the woman who comes to crush the tempter’s head (Gn 3:15). To Abraham the promise was made 
that through his “offspring” blessing or curse would come to all nations (Gn 12:1-3; 22:15-18). Among the 
descendants of Abraham many patterns and types pointed to a Coming One. Isaac, born of promise (Gn 
15:3-6; 17:19), was offered to God as a sacrifice but was redeemed by a substitute (Gn 22:1-14). Joseph, 
raised up to bless all peoples, was first rejected by his brothers but later was sought by them for forgiveness 
(Gn 37; 41-48; 50:15-21). Judah offered himself in place of his brother and received a promise of a scepter 
and the obedience of all peoples (Gn 49:1,9-12). Moses failed to enter the promised land despite all his 
works, but it was said that a prophet like him would arise in the future (Dt 18:15-19). David, of the tribe of 
Judah, was raised up by God to deliver and shepherd Israel. God made a covenant to raise up David’s son 
and seat him on his throne, establishing his kingdom forever (2Sm 7:8-17; 1Ch 17:7-15). God would be his 
Father, and he would be His son (2Sm 7:14).

The covenant with David is the key to messianic prophecy. It incorporates all former prophecies of a 
coming king, such as Balaam’s prophecy that a star would arise from Jacob and exercise dominion (Nm 
24:15-19; cf. 23:24; 24:7-9), plus it serves as the basis for later prophecies such as Isaiah 9:6-7 of a son 
who establishes the throne of David forever with peace, justice, and righteousness; Isaiah 11:1-10 of a 
“shoot . . . from the stump of Jesse” upon whom the Spirit rests and who destroys the wicked, brings 
peace, righteousness, and extends the knowledge of God to the entire earth; Jeremiah 23:5 and 33:15 of a 
righteous “Branch” of David who will reign with justice and wisdom; and Zechariah 9:9-10 of a humble, 
righteous king, bringing salvation, speaking peace to the nations and ruling from sea to sea.

David’s experiences of suffering, deliverance, and exaltation become types and patterns replayed and 
brought to a higher level of fulfillment in the experiences of his later son (descendant), Jesus. These include 
the rejected stone that becomes the cornerstone (Ps 118); the suffering that becomes a literal depiction of 
the cross (Ps 22); and the soul not abandoned to Sheol, the flesh that does not see decay (Ps 16). 

Key among the prophecies of Isaiah are predictions of a coming servant who will bring Israel to God 
and be a light for the nations (Is 49), who will bear our sorrows, our griefs, be wounded for our iniquities, 
be bruised for our transgressions, and by whose stripes we will be healed. He would be like a lamb led to 
slaughter, and yet resurrected (Is 53:3-12). Through this prophecy, we are able to see types and images of 
Christ in the sacrificial system, especially the Passover and Day of Atonement.

But we see more. In the house of David, One became incarnate Whom we know across the pages of the 
OT: One who forgives sins and heals diseases (Ps 103:3), feeds bread to a multitude in the wilderness (Ex 
16), stills the sea (Jb 26:12), and is coming to reign as King (Zch 14). That son of David, son of Abraham, 
seed of Eve, is none other than the eternal Son of God.
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