
27

CHAPTER

2

● Mission Control displays each 
open window.

● Mission Control groups 
windows from the same 
application.

 To switch to a particular 
window, click it.

● To close Mission Control 
without selecting a window, 
click Desktop or press .

1 Place three fingers on your 
Mac’s trackpad and then 
swipe up.

Note: You can also invoke 
Mission Control by pressing  
or, depending on how your 
keyboard is configured, + .

View Running Applications with Mission Control

The Mission Control feature, which is new in Mac OS X Lion, makes it easier for you to navigate and 
locate your running applications.

Mac OS X allows you to open multiple applications at once, and the only real limit to the number of 
open applications you can have is the amount of memory contained in your Mac. In practical terms, 
this means you can easily open a half a dozen or more applications, some of which may have multiple 
open windows. To help locate and navigate to the window you need, use the Mission Control feature.

View Running Applications 
with Mission Control
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When you start an application, it appears on the Mac OS X desktop in its own window. Each 
application has a unique window layout, but almost all application windows have a few features 

in common.

To get the most out of your applications and to start working quickly and efficiently in an 
application, you need to know what these common features are and where to find them within the 
application window.

Tour an Application Window

Close Button
Click the Close button 
( ) to remove the 
application window 
from the desktop, 
usually without exiting 
the application.

Minimize Button
Click the Minimize 
button ( ) to 
remove the window 
from the desktop and 
display an icon for 
the currently open 
document in the right 
side of the Dock. The 
window is still open, 
but not active.

Zoom Button
Click the Zoom button ( ) to enlarge the window 
so that it can display all of its content, or as much 
of its content as can fit the screen.

Toolbar
The toolbar contains buttons that offer easy access 
to common application commands and features, 
although not all applications have toolbars. To move 
the window, click and drag the toolbar.

Status Bar
The status bar displays information about the 
current state of the application or document.

Vertical Scrollbar
Use the vertical scrollbar to navigate up and down in 
a document. Click Scroll Up ( ) to navigate up; 
click Scroll Down ( ) to navigate down.

Horizontal Scrollbar
Use the horizontal scrollbar to navigate left and right 
in a document. Click Scroll Left ( ) to navigate left, 
and click Scroll Right ( ) to navigate right.

Resize Control
Click and drag  in the lower right corner of the 
window to make the window larger or smaller.
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