Adjust Curves

ou can manipulate the tones and contrast of your image with the Curves dialog box. In the dialog
box, a sloping line graph represents colors in the image. The top right part of the line represents
the highlights, the middle part the midtones, and the bottom left the shadows.

If you make a selection before performing the Curves command, only the selected pixels are affected.
Similarly, if you have a multilayered image, your adjustments affect only the selected layer. For more
on making selections, see Chapter 4. For more on layers, see Chapter 8.

Adjust Curves

o Click Image.
9 Click Adjustments.

e Click Curves.

The Curves dialog box opens.

() The dialog box includes a
histogram of the existing
colors in the image, with the
dark colors represented on
the left and the light colors
on the right.

G Click the line graph and then
drag to adjust the lighting in
the image.

Dragging the curve up and to
the left lightens the image,
and dragging it down and to
the right darkens it.
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Adjustments

Brightness/Contrast..

Auto Tone ShifteClel | EEYELE Cul-L
Auto Cantrast  Alt+ShiftCirl+l
Expasure...

Auto Color Shift+Ctrl+B

Image Size... Alt+Cerl+1
Canvas Size... AleaCtrl+C
Image Rotation 3
Crop

Trim..

Reveal All

Wibrance...

Hue/Saturation... Ctrl+U
Colar Balance... Crl+B
Black & White... Alt+Shift+Ctrl+B
Phota Filter...

Channel Mixer...

Calor Laokup..

Duplicate..
Apply Image...
Calculations...

Variahles

Apply Data Set..

Tnvert
Posterize...
Threshald..
Gradient Map...
Selective Calor..

| Trap..
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Analysis

Shadows/Highlights...
HDR Toning...
Variations...

Desaturate Shift+Ctrl+U
Match Color...

Replace Calar..

Equalize

Curves ===
Preset: Custom - (04 |
[ Channel: RGE -

E]*’ Smooth
[¥] Preview
Output:
103
- [
Input:
™ 170 A X X [[show Cipping
¥ Curve Display Options




CHAPTER

Adjusting Lighting and Colors 7

6 Click and drag at additional
points on the line graph to

Preset: Custom

fine-tune the lighting.  Channel: Rep -

@/ Smooth
To boost contrast, you can &5 )
create a curve with a slight S
shape. This lightens the

highlights, darkens the
shadows, and keeps the
midtones relatively unchanged.

G Click OK to apply the output: @

adjustments and close the B e —
dialog box. et °
Bl 205 A # F  [Cshow dipping

@ To reset the line graph, you
can press (1) and then click
Cancel, which changes to
Reset.

¥/ Curve Display Options

Photoshop adjusts the tones
in the image.

TIP
How do I apply automatic adjustments to my
image with the Curves dialog box? r— H =
The Curves dialog box offers several presets that you — pe  Default
can select from to apply common adjustments. P4 Color egative (RG —
o In the Curves dialog box, click a setting in the ey
Preset menu. Increase Contrast (RGE)
Lighter (RGB)
Photoshop adjusts the shape of the line graph | BlPreview
and adjusts the colors in the image. Negative (RGE] 2
Strong Contrast (RGE)
9 Click OK to apply the adjustment. o
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