
FODOR’S MONTRÉAL AND QUÉBEC CITY 2011: TOP ATTRACTIONS 
 
Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Montréal 
Everything about Montréal’s first parish church is overscale, from the 228-foot twin 
steeples to the 7,000-pipe organ in the loft. The thousands of stars spattered across the 
vaulted blue ceiling are 24-carat gold and were painstakingly applied by hand. To catch a 
bit of traditional Catholic pomp and hear the organ roar, consider attending the 11 AM 
solemn mass on Sunday. 
 
Parc Mont-Royal 
The “mountain” that gives Montréal its name, just over 760 feet high, rises above the 
500-acre park where the city-weary flirt in spring, picnic in summer, enjoy the colors of 
autumn, and skate in winter. 
 
Mont-Tremblant 
Take a peak of the Laurentian Mountains and add 600 acres of skiable terrain, plus state-
of-the-art snowmaking and chairlifts, first-class hotels and condos, and an on-slope 
village full of bars, restaurants, and nightclubs, and you end up with one of the finest ski 
resorts in North America. 
 
La Citadelle 
The star-shape fortress just outside the walls of Old Québec City is the largest fortified 
base in North America still occupied by troops, and it’s a fascinating place to explore. La 
Citadelle was built in 1832 to protect the city from a feared American invasion that never 
came, and is now home to Canada’s Royal 22e Régiment. Every summer morning at 10 
AM, the regiment turns out in scarlet tunics and bearskin caps, along with their mascot, 
Batisse the Goat, for the ceremonial changing of the guard. 
 
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréal 
Canada’s oldest art museum has one of the world’s finest collections of Canadian art, 
from Paul Kane’s portrayals of pioneer life to Paul-Émile Borduas’s dazzling 
abstractions, all housed in a brand new pavilion. The permanent collection includes 
works by such world masters as Rembrandt, Renoir, and Picasso. 
 
Château Frontenac 
The Hôtel Château Frontenac towers above Old Québec City the way Cinderella’s castle 
towers over Disney World—except the château is real, as are the 18th- and 19th-century 
homes and shops that huddle in its shadow. At its base is Terrasse Dufferin, a wide 
boardwalk with sweeping views of the St. Lawrence River and the Laurentians. 
 
Tadoussac 
This old trading-post village north of Québec City has become the place to whale-watch 
in the region. You may see minke, finback, and even blue whales, but more commonly 
the southernmost colony of beluga whales that shelter year-round beneath the soaring 
cliffs of the Saguenay Fjord. Watch them from the shore, or sign up for a cruise to get a 
closer look. 
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Montréal’s Old Port 
Until the 1980s, Montréal’s Old Port was an industrial slum, full of rusted rail sidings and 
crumbling warehouses. Now it’s one of the city’s favorite parks, a place to cycle, stroll, 
or take a boat ride on the Lachine Rapids—plus it has excellent restaurants and nightlife. 
 
Plains of Abraham 
It’s a peaceful city park now, full of winding walking paths and bicycle trails, and a 
favorite in winter of local Québec City cross-country skiers. But on September 13, 1759, 
it was anything but peaceful, when British troops routed the flower of New France and 
changed North American history forever. 


