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To whom it may concern, 

INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

NEBRASKA FOREST SERVICE 

I am writing to support the continued sustainable use of Nebraska's forest resources in the Niobrara 
River Valley of north-central Nebraska. The Sawle Mill, Inc. of Springview, Nebraska provides an 
important and necessary service to sustainable forestry in Nebraska - specifically regarding the forest 
resources in the ecosystem located in the Niobrara river valley in north-central Nebraska. This unique 
landscape is the crossroads of three North American forest types; the eastern limit of ponderosa pine 
forest, the western limit of eastern deciduous forest, and the southern limit of Northern boreal forests. 
These forest types create a unique landscape lining the Niobrara River, which is also a designated 
National Scenic River corridor. 

Another forest type encroaching on and threatening the integrity of these sensitive ecosystems is 
eastern red cedar forest. While this species is native to Nebraska, it has moved out of its historical range 
in protected areas of canyons and north and east facing slopes. Now moving across the Nebraska 
landscape at an estimated increase of 30,000 acres per year, eastern redcedar is putting the state's 
precious forest systems at risk due to the rapidly increasing forest densities and the introduction of this 
highly flammable tree species into forested communities. The addition of eastern redcedar to the 
Niobrara forest complex increases wildfire potential and dramatically increases wildfire intensity, as 
seen during the 2012 wildfire season, the state's worst, which burned over 500,000 acres of native 
forest and grassland. The addition of eastern redcedar to the local wildfire fuel model dramatically 
reduces the sustainability of the Niobrara River forests, putting the whole forest system at risk for the 
future. 

The solution being utilized within the region is to dramatically increase forest thinning and hazardous 
fuels reduction activities to reduce the potential intensity and impacts of large wildfires, enhancing 
forest sustainability in the Niobrara Valley. By removing much of the eastern redcedar component of the 
regional forests, threats to existing forest systems are reduced and the forests become sustainable into 
the future. 

In the case of the Niobrara River Valley, forest thinning and harvest of eastern redcedar from traditional 
ponderosa pine and hardwood forests have increased the longevity and sustainability of the region's 
forests. The Nebraska Forest Service annually provides significant cost-share to local landowners to 
offset the costs of removing eastern redcedar trees from existing forest stands. We believe these 
actions, from which many of the larger logs are delivered and sold by local logging contractors to The 
Sawle Mill, Inc. for the production of high-quality eastern redcedar forest products, dramatically 
improves forest sustainability within the Niobrara River Valley. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Scott J. Josiah 
Director, State Forester 
Nebraska Forest Service 
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